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St. Raphael Church is the heart of Catholic Action and Catholic life. Here 
daily Mass, daily exposition, and daily Benediction nourish the Faith which 
spurred the early Catholics of Springfield to build Churches and to found 


schools, 
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On June 10, 1917, the Sacrament of Holy Orders was administered in this 
Church, raising to the priesthood Reverend John P. Trench and Reverend 
Charles H. O'Leary. The privilege of administering this sacrament in the Church 
was granted and performed by Archbishop Moeller as a tribute to the work 
of Catholicity done in Springfield. 


The golden year of Pope Pius’ 
ordination to the priesthood 
adds lustre to” St. “Raphael s 
aureole of one hundred years. 


Silver hues are tinting the years 
of episcopal administration in 
the See of Cincinnati. 


yh Most Launire George A Kohring, as 3: he 
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Twelve years have rounded 
their full in administering the 
sacraments, in making soldiers 
of Christ in the Archdiocese. 


Seven years of guiding, preach- 
ing, and offering the Holy Sacri- 
fice as Pastor of St. Raphael 
Church have brought honor and 
glory to Our Triune God. 


Age Pp astors 
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Until the year 1868, one priest was able to 
take care of the people of St. Raphael's and the 
missions at South Charleston and Yellow 
Springs. In that year, Reverend J. A. Maroney 
was sent to help with the work of the parish. 


Reverend Lawrence Denning was the first 
priest appointed as second assistant in 1904. 


In 1941, Monsignor Buckley asked the Arch- 
bishop for a third assistant to carry on the 
spiritual activities of St. Raphael. Reverend 
Joseph A. Wolfer was sent in response to this 
request. 


St. Raphael is one of the seven spirits who always stand before the Lord 
and offer Him the incense of their adoration and that of men. We learn this by 
reading the Book of Tobias in the Old Testament of the Bible. 


St. Raphael, a name meaning, '’God heals,’’ was sent by God to cure Tobias 
as He sent the angel who moved the water in the pool called Probatica. He 
told the younger Tobias what remedy he was to use to restore his father’s sight, 
accompanied and protected the young man on his journey, helped him to 
find a wife and warded off the wiles of the devil. "We praise with sentiments 
of veneration,’”’ the Church sings, ‘‘all the princes of the heavenly court, but in 
a special manner the archangel Raphael, healer and faithful companion, who 
chained down the devil under his power. O Christ, King of all goodness, by 
giving us such a guardian, make it impossible for the enemy to harm us.” 


The feast of St. Raphael is October 24. On that day, the Church sings at 
Lauds: ‘May the angel Raphael, physician of our salvation, help us from the 
heights of heaven, heal all diseases and guide our faltering steps towards the 
true life.” 


Pope Benedict XV extended his feast to the universal Church. 


10 


_A Chis SY, Milt Peer 


Following the newly made paths to Springfield, Catholics came and settled 
in the heart of one of Ohio's youngest cities. But the heart of this young town 
lacked its life's blood, for there was no Catholic Church, no Catholic priest, no 
sacraments to strengthen and to sustain Catholic life. 

Realizing this need, the priests from the Churches of Dayton began to come 
to Springfield in about the year 1835. They said Mass in the homes of the 


Catholics, and Catholics could look forward to hearing Mass at stated times. 


The first priest who visited Springfield, as far as can be learned, was 
Reverend Henry Damien Juncker, of Dayton, who celebrated Mass in the 
residence of Mr. William Griblenhoffer. Father Juncker was pastor of Emmanuel 
Church, Dayton, and it has been assumed that he had charge of the Springfield 
mission until 1849. Other priests who attended Springfield up to 1849 were 
Reverend J. J. O'Mealy and his brother Reverend Patrick O’Mealy. 

By the year 1845, the Catholic population had increased and Catholics who 
had been hearing Mass in one of the residences of the city, wanted a Church 
of their own. They wanted to satisfy their desires to have God with them, in 
the Tabernacle, day in and day out. This desire was to be satisfied by the 
generosity of Mr. Michael Cassilly of Cincinnati, who purchased land in 1848, 
and began the construction of St. Raphael Church. The Church was completed 
by Father Kearney, and Mr. Cassilly was compensated to some extent atfter- 
wards by the congregation. 

St. Raphael Church was erected in 1849, during the administration of Most 
Reverend John B. Purcell, Bishop of Cincinnati, who was made the first Arch- 
bishop of Cincinnati in 1850. 


Re Bn I One Cod 


St. Raphael Church was remodeled in 1865 and 1866 by adding to its 
length and “otherwise beautifying its various appointments’. It was recon- 
secrated by Right Reverend Sylvester H. Rosecrans, Co-adjutor Bishop of 
Cincinnati, May 5, 1867. 


In 1880, a Sodality Chapel was erected in the rear of the Church. 
The growth of Catholicity in Springfield had kept pace with the growth of 


population. Two new Churches were erected. St. Bernard was built in 1861 to 
enable the German members of St. Raphael's “‘to hear the word of God in their 
own language’. During the years from 1881 to 1883, a three-story schoolhouse 
was erected on Kenton Street. The first story of this building was used for 


Church services until the present St. Joseph Church was erected in 1892. 


In the spring of 1889, a meeting was held in St. Raphael School Hall. The 
purpose of the meeting was to discuss the erection of a new Church. “The trend 
of the popular mind was toward the erection of a new and larger structure; for 
this purpose it was desired to purchase more land”. 

On May 15, 1892, it was announced: ‘This will be the last Sunday in the 
old Church”. The announcement was received with mingled feelings of joy 
and regret. The last Mass was said in the old Church on Thursday, May 19. The 
old bell was rung for the last time at 1:00 p.m., Monday, May 23. The cross 
placed on the tower was taken down, May 30. The work of excavation was 
pushed forward. The first St. Raphael Church “had finished its course”’. 
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“The Church is a large brick and stone structure, 40 x 125, with a seating 
capacity of about 700. The main tower is surmounted by a handsome gilt 
cross, the emblem of Christ crucified, and is furnished with a bell weighing 
1,600 pounds”, 
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“Its main altar is a handsome piece of carved and gilt wood-work, 
containing a number of spires, the central one of which reaches to the top 
of the nave in which the Altar stands, and over the sanctuary is placed 
the crucifix, Emblem of Catholic Christianity. 

“Near the summit of the nave is a round window of stained glass, that 
casts its shaded light over all; in the center of the window is a large eye, 
which symbolizes the all-seeing eye of God. 

“On either side of the main altar stands the lesser ones of St. Mary and 
St. Joseph, of the same design and finish as the central altar, but smaller. 

“The church windows are small stained glass; the whole interior presents 
a finished appearance, and is heated throughout by hot-air furnace”. 
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This rectory was built during the pastorate of Father Sidley and it was ready 
for occupancy, June 1, 1874. 


An addition to the rectory, costing $17,000, was added while Monsignor 
Buckley was pastor. 


reo, james a! Kearney 


First Pastor 
August 1849 to June 1850 


Behold a greal priest, he in his day pleased God. 


Father Kearney was born in Frederick County, Maryland, in 1820. At the 
age of fifteen, he entered St. Xavier's College, Cincinnati. Afterwards, he 
studied theology at the Diocesan Theological Seminary, then located in Brown 
County, Ohio. He was ordained to the priesthood, December 20, 1834. 

His first mission was Steubenville, his second, Springfield; his. third, 
Hamilton; and his fourth and last, Urbana, Ohio, where he labored until his 
death, February 10, 1878. 

He was noted for his generous hospitality and unaffected piety. He was 
popular among his clerical associates, and he seldom failed to win the esteem 
and confidence of all with whom he came in contact. He was earnest in God's 
service, and he did good and lasting work for the Church throughout the 
scenes of his labors. 
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Second Pastor 
June 1850 to November 1863 
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Father Howard was born in Ireland, January 4, 1813. He received his early 
education in his native land and came to America in the early Forties. He 
studied for the priesthood at St. Mary’s of the Barrens, Missouri, and he was 
ordained in Cincinnati, October 23, 1842. 


Father Howard's first assignment was to a mission in Wayne County, Ohio. 


His early years in the priesthood were spent among the missions throughout 
the State of Ohio. 


His life was the life of a true missionary. He traveled great distances to 
bring the consolations and graces of the Sacraments to the dying. He came to 
Springfield at a time when there was a “boom” in railroading, “iron bands 
being streiched across the country in all directions.” His early training made 
him acquainted with the needs of the men’’’on the section”. He traveled 
hundreds of miles, from one ‘’gang” to another, hearing confessions, preaching, 
saying Mass, and keeping alive the light of Faith in the scattered members of 
his widespread flock. 


He left Springfield in 1863 for Galesburg, Illinois, where he remained until 


1878 when he was appointed pastor of St. Francis de Sales Church, Keokuk, 
lowa. 


Wary 
d Pastor 
November 1863 to February 1864 
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Father Cogan, who succeeded Father Howard in the pastorate of St. 
Raphael's, was born in Ireland. He was educated and ordained at All Hallow's 


College, Dublin, for the American Missions. 


Father Cogan was quite a young man, and according to the members of 
the parish, he was an eloquent preacher. On leaving Springfield, Father Cogan 


went to the missions in the West. 
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Fourth Pastor 
February 1864 to May 1873 
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Father Thisse was born in Lorraine, France, April 12, 1832. He made his 
preliminary studies at Tout A’Mousson, in the diocese of Nancy. In about 1850, 
he came to Cincinnati and finished his classical course at St. Mary’s of the 
Barrens, Missouri, and his theological studies at Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. He was ordained by the celebrated Cardinal Bedini, in 1854. 
The Cardinal was making a tour of the country at the time, and he was a point 
of attack for the Know-nothing Party which was flourishing at that period. 

Soon after his ordination, Father Thisse was assigned to Chillicothe, Ohio. 


Later he was appainted to Piqua, Circleville, and then to St. Raphael, Springfield. 


Father Thisse was a zealous Pastor, an earnest, eloquent preacher, and as a 


scholar, he had few superiors. 
He was genial and kind-hearted and much beloved by the congregation. 


On May 29, 1873, while returning from a sick call, his team took fright, ran 
away and threw him from his buggy, killing him almost instantly, as he lived 
but an hour after the accident. His sad death was mourned by the entire 


community. 
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Fifth Pastor 
June 1873 to October 1903 
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eel hip saints shall repoice with exceeding greal joy. / 


Father Sidley was born in Geauga County, November 17, 1844. He received 
his early education in the schools near his home. When he was sixteen years 
of age, he entered Notre Dame University, Indiana, where he remained for two 
years. He attended the seminary in Cleveland, Ohio, for seven years, and 
completed his theological studies at Mt. St. Mary Seminary, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
He was ordained by the Most Reverend Archbishop Purcell on June 11, 1870. 


His first charge was in Sidney, Ohio, where he spent three years. In 1873, 
he came to Springfield and was pastor of St. Raphael Church for over thirty 
years. 


When Father Sidley came to Springfield, there was no residence for the 
pastors. The members of the congregation, however, were ready and willing 
to do their part and the erection of the present rectory was begun at once. It 
was ready for occupancy, June 1, 1874. 

Father Sidley’s next interest was for a larger school. In 1876, the old frame 
house was sold and the present three story building was begun. The first stone, 
in construction, was laid on June 29, 1876. It was ready for occupancy in 
September, 1877. 

Father Sidley was made irremovable Rector of St. Raphael's and Dean of 
the Springfield Deanery in 1887. The crowning work of his pastorate was the 
erection of the present St. Raphael Church. 

Father Sidley died, several hours before dawn, on the eve of All Saints, 1903, 
and was buried in Calvary Cemetery, Springfield, Ohio. His life can best 
be understood in a sentence of his eulogy: ‘His heart was big with charity, was 
gentle to the wayward, encouraging to the dispirited, helpful to the poor.” 
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The building of the new St. Raphael Church was begun in June, 1892. The 
first stone in the foundation was placed in position, July 13. The corner stone 
was placed by Most Reverend William Henry Elder, D.D., September 25. The 
work on the superstructure was begun on October 10, and the work progressed 
so well, that in the following October, the Church was under roof. The bell 
was placed in the small tower and it was rung for the first time on All Saints’ 
Day. The work of completing the basement was hurried along, and it was ready 


for use on Christmas morning, when the first Mass was sung in the new 
St. Raphael Church. 


During the year 1894, very little was done on the Church. General improve- 


ments were made on the property, steam heating, etc. 


The limit of indebtedness which the Archbishop allowed the congregation to 
contract, $25,000., was reached. In consequence, a general meeting of the 
parishoners was held on March 17, 1895, and it was unanimously agreed to 
increase the debt to $40,000., and to complete the Church. The Most Reverend 


Archbishop, in a letter to Father Sidley, approved the action of the congregation. 


Before the close of 1895, the plastering had been completed and the windows 


were placed in position. Little was done in the following year, except the 


placing of the marble wainscoting. The hard times had made a halt necessary. 


on, 


And Ae Will Dwell With Shem’ 


Work, however, was heartily resumed in 1897. The steel ceiling was placed in 
the vestibule and beneath the gallery, the vestibule was tiled, the front steps 
were completed, the floor finished, the pews set in place and the gas fixtures 
were arranged. Still the end and consummation of the work of fifty years was 


not reached until the following year, 1898, the year of dedication. 


This happy and long-looked-for event took place July 17, 1898. Most 
Reverend William H. Elder, D.D., carried out the beautiful ceremony. The 
solemn Mass of Dedication was sung by the Reverend Dean Sidley. Rev. 
Daniel A. Buckley officiated as Deacon; Rev. Michael J. Loney, Sub-Deacon; 
Master of Ceremonies, Rev. Henry Moeller, D.D.; Assistant Master of Cere- 
monies, Rev. Michael J. Kelly. The minor offices were filled by Springfield boys, 
students of Mt. St. Mary's and St. Gregory’s Seminaries: James Fogarty, John 
Gallagher, William Clark, Thomas Fogarty, John O'Leary, John Gnau, Timothy 
Bailey, William Welch and Francis Varley. The sermon was preached by Right 
Reverend Monsignor Thorpe of Cleveland. 


Solemn Vespers were sung in the evening, and the sermon was preached 
by the Most Reverend Archbishop. 


Six years of prayer, work and sacrifice had erected a larger edifice, a Home 


for Our God. 
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“The Church is one of the objects of public interest in Springfield, and non- 
Catholics as well as Catholics always point to it with pride. The high tower 
reaching to a height of 184 feet commands a perfect view of the Champion City, 
and is very popular with visitors who have the courage to mount the 156 steps 
which lead to its summit. The smaller tower is 135 feet in height, and contains the 
bell which was used in the old Church.” 
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“A remarkable feature which is frequently missed by visitors is the huge frame- 
work which supports the enormous roof. The beams are 12 x 16 inches and are 
secure enough, in the opinion of builders, to support a heavy railroad train. The 
style of architecture is the modified Gothic. The ceiling is 50 feet high and contains 
three graceful arches, meeting, not in columns, but in beautiful drops. This leaves 
the entire interior clear, giving a vast space 60 x 100 x 75 feet for the auditorium. 
The wood work and entire interior is finished in quartered oak. The material used 
in the walls is Berea sandstone.” 
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Right Keren. Monsignor eR riae | Beckley, V ee p ae 


Sixth Pastor 
January 1904 to January 1942 


Behold the high priest oe in his life propped up the Neuss 


Monsignor Buckley was bom in Cincinnati, Ohio, June 10, 1861. He 
received his early education in the schools of Cincinnati and began his 
classical studies at St. Xavier's College. He began his philosophical studies at 
St. Thomas Seminary, Bardstown, Kentucky, and completed them at Our Lady 
of the Angels Seminary, Niagara Falls, New York. He completed his studies 
at St. Mary Seminary, Baltimore, Maryland, and he was ordained by the Most 
Reverend Archbishop Elder, December 21, 1884. 


His first assignment was to St. Raphael Church, Springfield, where he 
remained from April 21, 1885 to August 20, 1886. He was then made assistant 
pastor at St. Peter Cathedral, Cincinnati, Ohio. On May 1, 1890, he was 
appointed pastor of Holy Trinity Church, Middletown, Ohio. He became pastor 
of St. Raphael Church, January 21, 1904. 


During his pastorate, the Rectory was remodeled and enlarged; the Sisters’ 
convent was enlarged; the present Catholic Central High School was built, and 
the present St. Raphael Grade School, the former Post Office, was purchased 
and remodeled for school use. In the Church, he replaced the wooden altars 
and wooden altar railing with matching Carrara marble. Marble statues were 
also procured to replace those which had been in the Church since its 
construction. He also replaced the opaque windows in the body of the Church 
with stained glass windows which were made in Bordeaux, France. 


In January, 1920, Pope Benedict elevated Father Buckley to the rank of 
Domestic Prelate. Archbishop Moeller blessed the monsignorial robes on 
March 20, 1920. In speaking of Father Buckley, the Archbishop said that he 
had recommended Father Buckley for this honor because of his ‘‘unflagging 
zeal in conducting the affairs of his Church, and also because of his great piety 
and unusual ability’. He also made known to Cardinal Gasparri, Secretary 
of State, for the Pope, “his record for work in building up the affairs of his 
Church and of our Holy Faith”. 


In 1925, Pope Pius XI named Monsignor Buckley Prothonotary Apostolic. 
This appointment conferred on Monsignor an honorary membership in the chief 
order of prelates in the Roman Curia. 


In February 14, 1924, Most Reverend Archbishop Henry Moeller made him 
Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. This appointment was renewed 
by the Most Reverend Archbishop John T. McNicholas in November, 1925. As 
Vicar General, Monsignor Buckley became the highest official of the arch- 
diocese next to the Ordinary and he was legitimately deputed to exercise 
certain Episcopal powers in the name of the Archbishop. 
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Monsignor Buckley died, Friday, January 16, 1942, of shock sustained in an 
automobile accident, Thursday, near Selma, when the car in which he was a 
passenger was involved in a collision with a truck. 


Monsignor Buckley's place in the archdiocese and in the city of Springfield 
was told well by Archbishop McNicholas in the funeral sermon; “His death 
means an irreparable loss to the diocese and especially to those who have the 
responsibility of diocesan counselors. The seminary, The Athenaeum of Ohio, 
the Institutem Divi Thomae, the poor, the worker, the underprivileged, the 
missions have lost a true friend and a great benefactor. 


For nearly forty years, Monsignor Buckley was an honest, straight-thinking, 
and direct-acting citizen of this community, winning the respeci of all classes, 
irrespective of creed, blood, or color. He was willing to face criticism and 
opposition at any time when convinced that the cause for which he pleaded 
was a just one. There was not only respect for Monsignor Buckley, in this 
community, but also a wholesome and reverential fear.” 


Monsignor Buckley was buried in St. Joseph Cemetery, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


When Monsignor Buckley came to Springfield, there were only three Catholic 
Churches in the city. During his years in Springfield, he was largely responsible 
for the formation of two other parishes, St. Mary on West High Street and 
St. Teresa on North Limestone Street. 


The City Commission of Springfield, in adopting a resolution In Memoriam, 
voiced the sentiment of the people of Springfield, in the death of Monsignor. 
The tribute states: “It could truthfully be said that Monsignor Buckley has 
influenced the lives of more people of this community than any other man.” 
Further in the resolution, they state: "The community will miss the influence of 
this ever fearless, courteous, and kind Father, who was admired and loved by 
the many who knew him.” 


“The most respected personage in Springfield,” ‘a zealous promoter of 
Catholic Education,’ “a tireless shepherd of souls’’ were but a few of the 
tributes heard from all sides as the priest who had been pastor of St. Raphael's 
for thirty-eight years was taken from his devoted parishioners. 

He was admittedly the most conspicuous figure in the third City of the 
Archdiocese, although he confined himself closely to his strictly pastoral 
activities and infrequently participated in public functions. His outstanding 
abilities, as a spiritual leader and as an astute businessman were widely 
recognized by both Catholics and non-Catholics. 
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“The congregation is justly proud of its choir. Every Sunday and Feast day, 
God’s praises are sung in a manner worthy of divine service. The members have 
always been ready to lend their talents for the spiritual and temporal interests of 
St. Raphael’s, and harmony and good will have always prevailed. Mr. P. E. Montanus 
is the accomplished director, and Mr. George P. Murphy, the efficient organist. 
Mrs. Montanus still retains the cordial interest in the choir that she manifested 
when organist and teacher in the parish school. She has been a staunch and 
faithful member for years. 


“It would be impossible to change the present choir without injury—it is all that 
can be desired—a source of happiness to pastor and people.” 
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Pupils from St. Raphael Grade and High Schools formed the Junior Choir 
which participated in the Golden Jubilee services in 1899. Many of these choir 
members became active members of the senior choir, when they had completed 
their high school course. 


It is interesting to know that some of these students entered religious life 
and played a very important part in the teaching of singing and in the 
composition of hymns for Divine worship. 
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The men and boys choirs were combined by Professor Matthew A. Horen, 
at the suggestion of Monsignor Buckley. They began to practice during the 
month of March and they made their initial appearance, as a unit, for 
Baccalaureate Sunday, May, 1939. 

Mr. Herbert Louis became organist, upon the death of Mr. Horen in January, 
1943. He remained organist until September, 1948, when he became organist at 
Annunciation Church, Cincinnati, Ohio. Mr. Ralph Graham replaced Mr. Louis 
as organist. Mr. Edward Less became organist Aug. 15, 1949. 
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It is the ambition of every Catholic boy to serve the priest at Mass. St. 
Raphael Servers have always taken an active part in the Church services. 
From their number, many have received vocations to the priesthood. 
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The beauty of the Liturgy of the Catholic Church is carried out at St. 
Raphael Church. Participating in these religious services are the servers. 
Boys who are members of this society must be mindful of the honor of being 
present in the Sanctuary. To this end, they try to make themselves more 
worthy of coming near to ‘the Altar of God”. 
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Monsignor Varley was born in Dayton, Ohio, November 8, 1887. He received 
his early education in the schools of Dayton. He attended the University of 
Dayton from 1901 to 1906, when he entered Mt. St. Mary Seminary, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Father Varley was ordained by Archbishop Henry Moeller at St. Peter 
Cathedral, September 16, 1910. 


Father Varley’s first appointment was as assistant priest at St. Raphael 
Church, Springfield. He came to Springfield in October 1910, and remained 
until 1915, when he was assigned as assistant priest at St. Peter Cathedral, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. In 1918, he returned to his home parish, Sacred Heart Church, 
Dayton, as assistant priest. When Archbishop Moeller planned the beginning 
of a new parish at Winton Place, Father Varley was asked to assume this 
responsibility. He went to Winton Place on April 5, 1919 and just six weeks 
later, he had the happiness of saying the first Mass for his congregation in the 
Town Hall. With a nucleus of about one hundred families, he began to think 
of the erection of a parish Church. The first Mass was said in the new Church 
on August 15, 1920. 


In October, 1924, Father Varley returned again to his home parish in Dayton, 
but this time he was to be pastor, replacing Monsignor Charles Hickey who 
became chaplain at the Notre Dame Convent, Walnut Hills. 


Father Varley was made a Domestic Prelate by Pope Pius XI on May 25, 
1936. The investiture was conducted by Archbishop John T. McNicholas, 
assisted by Reverend Albert Burke of Cincinnati and Reverend Edward Creager 
of Milford, on August 23, 1936. Reverend Francis A. Reardon, of Cincinnati, 
read the papal brief of notification appointing Father Varley a Monsignor. 


Monsignor Varley was appointed pastor of St. Raphael Church, upon the 
death of Monsignor Buckley. He came to Springfield, February 8, 1942. On 
October 2, 1942, Monsignor was made Dean of the newly-formed Springfield 
Deanery. 


One of the first interests of the Monsignor, on coming to Springfield, was 
the frescoing of the Church. This was finished in the Fall of 1942, in time for 
Forty Hours’ Devotion. At the close of the Forty Hours’ Devotion, Daily 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament was begun in the Church. Exposition begins 
after the last service in the morning and ends with Benediction with the Blessed 
Sacrament at 5:15 in the evening. 


Monsignor Varley supervised the installation of city heat in all the buildings 
connected with St. Raphael Parish. He had the third floor of the former grade 
school renovated and equipped for a school cafeteria. The ground-floor of St. 
Raphael Church was also renovated. A stage was built and an auditorium 
was arranged so that school plays could be given and school assemblies 
could be held there. 
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With the growth of Catholicity among the Negroes in Springfield, Arch- 
bishop McNicholas wished that a Chapel might be built and a social service 
center started so that the Negroes could be given instructions and guidance. 
Monsignor Varley was asked to supervise this. St. Martin Chapel was ready 
for dedication in June of 1943 and two Sisters of Charity of Mt. St. Joseph, Ohio, 
began social work among the Negroes in the Fall of 1943. 


With the removal of the American Legion headquarters from the house at 
the corner of Gallagher and High Streets, Monsignor Varley saw the necessity 
for purchasing this property. During the war, it was used as part of the Federal 
Housing Program. At the present time, it is being remodeled to be used for 
classrooms for the boys of the Latin School. 


Monsignor Varley’s work at St. Raphael's seems best characterized by a 
sentence from the letter from Archbishop McNicholas appointing him as pastor 
of St. Raphael Church. He urged him to be solicitous for all Catholics and 
to have a special solicitude for the non-Catholics living within the parish. 
Monsignor Varley has been solicitous for those of the faith, that they be 
sufficiently informed; and with non-Catholics that they have an opportunity to 
inquire about the faith and practices of Catholics. For his reason, he asked 
for a Sister of Charity to give instructions to women who were not able to 
attend the instructions given on Tuesday and Friday evenings. Furthering this 
plan, his most recent interest has been the Christian Investigation Center 
which has quarters in the Ryan Building. Here religious instructions are given 
in the evenings, and here, too, people interested in the Catholic religion may 
receive information. 


On Ascension Eve, 1949, Monsignor Varley, acting for Archbishop Mc- 
Nicholas, signed the deed for property purchased on South Limestone Street. 
In the coming years, another Catholic Church, the Church of the Ascension, 
will be built on this property. 


The parishioners hope and pray that Monsignor Varley may long remain to 
see these seeds of Catholicity now being planted, bear fruit. They are grate 
ful to God for the priests that He in His love has sent to the people of St. Raphael 
Parish. May they prove their gratitude by living truly Catholic lives. 
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Raphael Church in 1942. Since the 
there is occasion for many who are in the 


city to stop and to visit the Eucharistic King. 


Daily Adoration was begun at St. 
Church is in the heart of the city, 
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The Christian Investigation Center is one of the newest projects at St. 
Raphael's. In this building, the classes for instructions for converts are held. 
Here, also, those interested in inquiring about the Catholic religion may stop, 
any time during the day, and have their questions answered by one of the 


priests or the Sister appointed for this work. 
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The history of the parochial school in Springfield runs parallel with the 
history of the Catholic Church. The first school was begun in the basement of 
St. Raphael Church, during the pastorate of Father Howard. Here Mr. Coffey, 
Mr. Kelly and Miss Ellen Hennessy taught school. 


In 1864, during the pastorate of Father Thisse, a small frame building was 
purchased on East High Street. Mr. Richard J. Russell and Miss Harriett 
Armstrong, who later became Mrs. P. E. Montanus, were the teachers. In 1873, 
Mr. D. C. Lehan became a member of this teaching staff. 


Father Sidley wanted to build a school that would compare favorably with 
the other public educational institutions of Springfield ‘‘and so favorably did he 
prosecute the work that it was open for scholars in 1877." The old frame building 
was removed and the present Sidley Building was erected. 


The Sisters of Charity began to teach in Springfield in 1877. Mr. Lehan had 
charge of the advanced classes for boys, while the Sisters taught the other 
classes. This arrangement continued until 1884, when with the resignation of 
Mr. Lehan, the Sisters took full charge of the school. 


In 1881, the enrollment was over six hundred. It was reported that “all the 
common branches are taught besides singing, rhetoric, plain and fancy sewing, 
and one of the Sisters has eighteen pupils taking lessons on the piano.’’ The 
first person ‘who enjoyed a diploma of St. Raphael's School was Miss Ella 
Maher, who died shortly after graduation, in 1882.” 


As the school enrollment began to increase, it became necessary to think 
of building another school. This school, the beginnings of the present Catholic 
Central High School building, was started under the direction of Father Buckley 
in 1911. The building was so erected that a building of equal size could be 
added to it at a minimum of expense and effort. This school was ready for use 
at the beginning of the school year of 1912. It was dedicated by Archbishop 
Henry Moeller and Reverend James Fogarty, an alumnus of St. Raphael 
School was the speaker at the dedication services. 


The G. A. R., wished to give a large flag to St. Raphael High School for 
their new building. It happened that the G. A. R. State Convention was being 
held in Springfield at the time of the dedication of the new addition, ‘‘and it 
was a most inspiring and patriotic sight when Governor Harmon, surrounded 
by his military staff and the State Grand Army officials assembled on the 
platform erected in front of the school for the flag presentation ceremonies.” 


St. Raphael High School became accredited with the State of Ohio in 1910. 
It was accredited also with the Catholic University of Washington, D. C. 

The growth of the grade and high school continued, and in May, 1921, the 
addition to the high school was begun. The rooms in this west wing were to 
include the physics, chemistry and biology laboratories; the study hall, gym- 
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nasium, and additional class rooms. The former Bliss property was razed to 
make way for this new addition. It was at this time that the Court between the 
high school and the Sisters’ Convent was built. This new addition was ready 
for use at the beginning of the school year of 1922. 


Parochial schools were begun by St. Bernard and St. Joseph parishes. As 
the years went on, it was decided that it would be better to have all the Catholic 
high schools in the same building. In the fall of 1929, it was so arranged that 
the pupils from St. Bernard and St. Joseph High Schools could attend St. 
Raphael High School for part time. Pupils from St. Raphael High School went 
to St. Bernard and St. Joseph High Schools for certain subjects in the afternoon. 
In the fall of 1931, all high school students attended the former St. Raphael High 
School and the name was changed to Catholic Central High School. 


At the present time, the students from all the parochial schools of the city 
attend Catholic Cenral High School. Each parish has its separate Bacca- 
laureate Service on the third Sunday of May. Baccalaureate Services for the 
senior class are held in St. Raphael Church on the Sunday previous to the 
Commencement Exercises which are held in Memorial Hall. 


In 1936, the Latin School, a project which had been worked out in several 
dioceses and in schools of Cincinnati, was begun in Springfield. The boys who 
were eligible, at the end of the sixth grade, to enter the Latin School, went to 
St. Bernard School for the first year and to St. Joseph School for the second 
year. They then entered Catholic Central High School as sophomores. In 1942, 
the Latin School was changed to the old St. Raphael Grade School. 


In January 1938, the former Post Office building at the corner of High and 
Spring Streets was announced for sale. Monsignor Buckley purchased this 
property for a grade school. The building was erected in 1890, by the federal 
government, at a cost of $150,000. It was sold for $25,100. Monsignor spent 
an additional $30,000., to make it suitable for grade school use. This building 
was dedicated by Archbishop John T. McNicholas on August 28, 1938 and 
classes were begun in it in September of that year. 


With the removal of the grade school to this new building, the former grade 
school building was used for high school class rooms. In 1942, two rooms on the 
second floor were equipped for home economics classes of sewing and cooking. 


Catholic Education has kept apace of the times in Springfield. The high 
school is accredited with the State and with the North Central Association of 
Secondary Schools. The standards set by the pioneers have been maintained. 
The ideals and aims of the parochial school, as founded by Mother Seton, are 
being kept by her spiritual daughters, the Sisters of Charity. Catholic Education 
| is moulding the lives of the thousands who have come to drink of the fountain 
of truth, who nourish themselves with the Bread of Life and who walk with 
fortitude, for He is their reed and their staff. 
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“The building is a three-story brick of modern style, containing eight comfortable 
class rooms. The third story was, until 1897, a single apartment, with a stage and 
scenery, being known as St. Raphael’s Hall. At the time named, it was necessary, 
owing to the number of pupils, to partition it. Three large rooms for the High 
School now occupy the upper floor.” 
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When the grade school was moved to the former Post Office building, this 
grade school building was named the Sidley Building as it had been erected 
during the administration of Father Sidley. 


At the present time, it contains four class rooms, the typewriting room, the 
mechanical drawing room, home economics rooms for sewing and cooking; a 
model kitchen, and the high school cafeteria. 
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This building, the former Post Office, was purchased from the federal 
government in 1938. It was remodeled, so that the class rooms are on the first 
and second floors. A well arranged library is on the third floor. The cafeteria 
is on the ground floor. The statue of St. Raphael, which was in the first 
St. Raphael Church, occupies a prominent place at the entrance in the lower hall. 
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Buckley Hall is the name which has been given to this newest addition to 
St. Raphael Church buildings. The first floor contains class rooms for the boys 
of the Latin School. The second floor contains eight rooms which are used as 
an annex to St. Raphael Convent. 
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The east wing of this building was begun in 1911. It was ready for use with 
the opening of school in 1912. 


The west wing was begun in the spring of 1921 and it was ready for 
occupancy with the fall term of 1922. 
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The court is used for special outdoor assemblies, and for pep meetings for 
football games. 


In the fall of 1929 the name was changed from St. Raphael High School to 
Catholic Central High School as pupils from all the parochial grade schools of 
the city were to attend this centrally located high school. 
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Baccalaureate services are held for the entire senior class, at St. Raphael 
Church, on the Sunday previous to graduation. 


The seniors, in cap and gown, attend Mass together, for the last time, as a 
class. With what fervor must they say, with the priest, the words of the Offertory 
of the Mass: ‘Accept, O Almighty God .. .” Accept the offering of the work 
we have done during our school days . . . Accept our lives, and the work 
which we will do in the days that are to come. 


The final act in Catholic Education at Catholic Central High School, takes 
place at Memorial Hall. 


The address of welcome is given by a senior girl, and a senior boy gives the 
address of farewell. An outside speaker delivers the address of the evening. 


Monsignor Varley, as superintendent of Catholic Central High School, 
awards the diplomas and announces the winners of scholarships and other 
scholastic awards. Two choruses are sung by the members of the graduating 
class. The program concludes with the National Anthem, an appropriate 
closing, for the motto of Catholic Central High School is: Pro Deo et Patria, 
For God and For Country! 
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This is the Convent for the Sisters of Charity who teach in St. Raphael School 
and Catholic Central High School. 

The forepart of the building was the original residence purchased from Mr. 
Ferguson W. Foos on July 21, 1906. The first Convent for the Sisters was on 
Spring Street, directly behind the Church. When the C.C.C. and St. L. Railroad 
wished to erect their freight station, this property was purchased as a portion 
of its site. It was at this time that the Sisters moved to 233 East High Street. 

As the enrollment in the grade and high school increased, it became neces- 


sary to have additional teachers. The Convent was enlarged to its present size 
in 1920. 


Ue es of ae Raphael Pp Brish 
aiied, to the eeesthobd 


/ 1894 Reverend William J. Fogarty t 1928 Rt. Rev. Mons. Cletus A. Miller 
) 1901 Reverend Thomas E. Fogarty t 1930 Reverend William L. Scanlan 
1901 Reverend William P. Clark + 1930 Reverend Alfred G. Stritch 
1902 Reverend James W. Fogarty t 1932 Reverend George W. Gude 
1903 Reverend John Kelly t 1932 Rt. Rev. Mons. Joseph J. Schneider 
1905 Reverend John A. Gnau 1933 Reverend Norbert J. Miller 
1917 Reverend John P. Trench 1933 Reverend Joseph J. Higgins 
1917 Reverend Charles H. O'Leary 1934 Reverend John Sullivan, S.S. 
1918 Reverend Leo M. Walsh 1940 Reverend Robert I. Suver 
1919 Very Rev. Mons. Constantine H. Pettigrew 1942 Reverend Faustinus Moran, C.P. 
1921 Reverend Raphael D. Rodgers 1944 Reverend Edwin McNulty 
1923 Reverend J. Paul Fogarty 1945 Reverend Jesse W. Lonsway 
1924 Reverend John T. Hanahan 1945 Reverend John Seaman 
1924 Reverend Gregory A. Miller 1945 Reverend Richard Donahue 
1928 Rt. Rev. Mons. James W. O’Brien + t Deceased 
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1919 Brother Paul O’Brien, S.M. 
1920 Brother Jacob Eppley, C.S.C. 
1930 Brother Titus Eppley, C.S.C. 
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1879 Sister Carmelita Golden t 1905 Sister Mary Norberta Dyer 1918 Sister Baptista McGree 
1880 Sister Patricia Snee t 1905 Sister Mary De Paul McGree 1918 Sister Mary Roch Deady 
1881 Sister Celestine Malone 1906 Sister Mauritius Tehan 1922 Sister Maria Concetta Papania 
1887 Sister Symphorosa Bailey + 1906 Sister Mary Ethelbert Haley 1923 Sister Marcella Marie Gnau 
1889 Sister Catherine Sienna Connell + 1907 Sister Mary Majella Basler 1925 Sister Ann Loretto Connell 
1890 Sister Celestia Smith 1907 Sister Mary Laura Farrell t 1925 Sister Julia Marie O'Brien 
1890 Sister Mary Scholastica O’Brien t 1908 Sister Marie Patricius Higgins 1932 Sister Marie Eymard Hackett | 
1890 Sister Margaret Louise Carr 1910 Sister Mary Rosalia O'Brien t 1934 Sister Agnes Bernadette Lawler 
1896 Sister Marita O’Brien 1910 Sister William Anna Smith+ 1935 Sister Edward Mary North | 
1896 Sister Rafaella Leonard 1912 Sister Agatha Eppley 1937 Sister Marjorie Ann Suver 
1899 Sister Marie Gabriella McCarty t 1913 Sister Ann Simeon Cooney 1938 Sister Jane Elizabeth Smitley 
1903 Sister Agnes Eppley 1914 Sister Alice Hennessy 1938 Sister Marcelline Rockwell 
1904 Sister Raphaelita Carmody 1914 Sister Rose McConville 1943 Sister Mary Joanna McNally 
1904 Sister Mary Angelica Connell 1915 Sister Bernard Louise Carroll 1945 Sister John Christopher Cashman 
1905 Sister Rosalia O’Brien + 1918 Sister Xavier Marie Garrett 1946 Sister Jean Elizabeth Brown 
1905 Sister Maria Monica McHugh 1918 Sister Agnese McGuire t 1947 Sister Ann Raphael Jordan 
Sisters of Mercy, Se. oh aha of St 2d peer ae ria Michigan 
1916 Sister Mary Aloysius O’Brien 1932 Sister Siena Tehan 
Susans of a3 Benedict, Vill, Wieden: Kentucky Sten Sanat of ie ae AY i 
1922 Sister Mary Raphael Rodgers t of Mary, Wfonroe, Michigan 
ASF of the Teas of oy. Sypaanie wtaahl, 1934 Sister Mary Clarissa Jirec 
1924 Sister Delores LaFayette Cal Dis, « OF 
1926 Sister Lucilla LaFayette Se eRe 
ie f th G. is fs 1938 Sister Mary Francilyn Walsh 
islers oO é ‘00 ep. er 4p Deceased 


1932 Sister Mary St. Germaine North 
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St. Raphael, holy archangel of God, 
Guard well the task His servants here begin; 
Their hope, their prayer, a sacred place to win— 
A haven from the struggles and the sin 

That e’er beset the way they long have trod— 
Who work His will amid the world’s tired din, 
Would here unto His peaceful rest come in, 

His consolation for the chast’ning rod. 


Through cycling ages in earth's fairest lands, 

Men build great monuments. Time brings them all 
Alike, to mingle with the dust of hands 

That builded them. In ruin must they fall— 

But the glory of God's temples all is given 


To add to that eternal one in heaven. 
—G.H.D. 


“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: ‘Behold the 
dwelling of God with men, and He will dwell with them. And 
they will be His people, and God Himself will be with them as 
their God’.”—Apoc. 21:3. 
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O God, who every year dost renew the day of consecration 
of this Thy holy temple and continuest to bring us in safety to 
Thy sacred mysteries, graciously hear the prayers of Thy 
people and grant that all who enter this temple to implore Thy 
blessings, may rejoice in obtaining whatsoever they ask. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, world 
without end. Amen. 
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